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More hunters are killed or seriously injured from tree stand accidents 
than from accidental shootings in the field. Tree stand accidents are a 
serious problem within the bowhunting community.  The Pope & Young 
Club is teaming up with the National Bowhunter Education Foundation 
(NBEF) and a host of industry and agency partners to wage war on tree 
stand accidents. A massive education campaign is being launched to 
reduce tree stand accidents and deaths. The campaign dubbed Project 
STAND ( Stop Tree Stand Accidents ’N Deaths) will be conducted over a 3 
year time period and is designed to significantly reduce the number of 
injuries and deaths associated with tree stand accidents.

 

         The public face of Project STAND is a bright yellow and black “cau-
tion” sign which graphically reminds hunters of the dangers of hunting 
from a tree stand. It also offers a solution—“HUNT SMART/ HUNT SAFE”.  
The sign  
                will appear in magazine ads, on websites and TV and be widely 
utilized in hunter ed and bowhunter ed classes. It will appear on hunting 
gear and clothing and will be stuck on bow limbs and rifle receivers as a 
constant
               reminder of the danger that tree stand hunting presents. The 
sign will be backed up by new and improved breakthroughs in tree 
stand safety information and education. 

 

Every member of the Pope & Young knows someone who has fallen and 
been seriously injured—or worse.  The leadership of the Pope & Young 
has committed funds to support the effort and has generously made 
space available in their
newsletter to promote safe tree stand hunting. They are also encourag-
ing the membership to promote safe tree stand hunting practices 
through Project STAND.

          

Studies show only 50% of tree stand hunters wear a safety harness. 
Many wear outdated safety “belts” which have been shown to cause 
serious injury and even death. Studies indicate that between 10-30% of 
all tree stand users will fall sometime in their hunting careers; many 
more will experience a “near miss”. Even so, most hunters embrace the “it 
can’t happen to me” attitude which almost guarantees that an incident 
will happen to them.

            

Project STAND will change all this by the year 2012.  It’s broad reaching, 
hard hitting, tree stand safety education campaign will show 15 million 
hunters how to prevent tree stand accidents by “hunting smart and 
hunting safe”.

            

Pope & Young members are being encouraged to sticker their bows 
with the “HUNT SMART/ HUNT SAFE” caution sign as a sign of support of 
Project STAND and to renew their personal commitment to tree stand 
safety.  They are invited to participate in one of the many tree stand 
safety short courses to be offered by the NBEF to upgrade their tree 
stand safety information and to renew their commitment to safe 
responsible bowhunting. Those who can teach are being asked to 
become tree stand safety instructors and those who can give are 
encouraged to contribute to the cause. 

           

 Every member of the Pope & Young knows of someone who has been 
seriously injured or even killed in a tree stand accident. The entire 
bowhunting community is affected when a bowhunter looses his life or 
the use of his limbs to a tree stand mishap.  We are saddened by the 
personal tragedy and concerned about our collective image as bow-
hunters. The Pope & Young membership is not going to sit by idly and 
allow this problem to continue. Go to www.nbef.com to learn how you 
can do your part or call 479-649-9036. 

 

Pope & Young Club 
Declares War on Tree 
Stand Accidents

PLAN “B”
A Plan You Can’t Live Without

N A T I O N A L  B O W H U N T E R  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N

 PROJECTSTAND
STOP TREE STAND ACCIDENTS ‘N DEATHS

 PO Box 180757   Fort Smith, AR  72918    Phone: (479) 649-9036    Fax: (479) 649-3098    mbentz@nbef.org www.nbef.org

Ever wonder why some bowhunters 
seem to have all the “luck”? 
They always seem to come up with a winning hand no matter 
what hunting cards they are dealt. In most cases they aren’t lucky 
at all.  They are just smart. Smart enough to develop a Plan “B” 
and go with it when things don’t go quite according to their 
original plan.

The same holds true with tree stand safety. Each year hunt-
ers are killed and injured because they try to hunt from 
tree stands when they shouldn’t. They climb icy 
ladders, stand on snowy platforms, hunt in high 
winds, fall asleep in stands after driving all 
night, or hunt when heavily medicated.

Smart hunters realize that every day is 
not a tree stand hunting day and plan 
accordingly. They go to Plan “B” 
and hunt from a ground blind.

According to the Executive 
Director of the National 
Bowhunter Education 
Foundation, Marilyn Bentz, 
“Hunters just don’t seem to 
acknowledge how dangerous it is 
to hunt from an ice covered tree 
stand or in a wind whipped treetop.  
It’s nothing short of a suicide wish. 
We have the data to prove it.

“These guys would never think of climbing a 
ladder under adverse weather conditions to fix a 
leaky roof or clean leaves from a gutter, yet they will 
slip and slide up a tree trunk without a thought of how 
close they are to killing themselves.”

Commercial ground blinds have been proven to be enormously 
effective in getting the jump on unsuspecting game. They allow 
hunters to extend their time afield on bad weather days while 
hunting warm and dry, and most importantly, safe.  Home made 
ground blinds are equally effective and can be fashioned out of 
just about any thing in a minute or two. Dead tree limbs, blow 
downs, hay bales even discarded artificial Christmas trees can 
make excellent hides.

Savvy hunters have a ground blind ready and waiting that 
compliments almost every tree stand set-up. That way they 
are never caught by unexpected circumstances in the woods 
such as leaving their harness at home or back in the truck. 
They set ground blinds up well in advance of the season and 
use them whenever weather or other circumstances make 
hunting from a tree stand dangerous. They also use them to 
ambush wary animals which have patterned elevated hunters 
and to hunt locations where tree stand hunting is out of the 

question. 

“Having a Plan “B” ready is the key” remarks Bentz. 
“When a hunter arrives at his tree stand and it is 

covered in ice he is more likely to take the risk if 
he hasn’t worked out a Plan “B”.  If a comfort-

able ground blind is waiting for him just 
10-20 yards away he climbs in it and waits 

for the ice to melt. Perhaps an hour later 
in the morning he can safely climb 

into his stand without risking life 
and limb.

Climbing down from a tree 
stand before the snow 

storm is no big deal 
when you have Plan 

“B” ready.   And Plan “B” 
is not only for bad weather.  

If you forget your harness Plan 
“B” can save your hunt as well as 

save your life. 

“We are beginning to educate hunters 
that smart hunting and safe hunting go 

hand-in-hand. Pope and Young members have 
always led the way. We are counting on them to 

spread the word that hunting smart is hunting safe.”

NATIONAL BOWHUNTER EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The leading DVD on tree stand safety can be yours 
at a special Pope and Young discount for $5.00 plus 
shipping and handling by calling the NBEF at 
479-649-9036.  Do it today...your life depends on it!
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